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Introduction 

 
This booklet will help to prepare you for your transition test and baseline 

assessment, which you will complete when you start the A Level Politics course.  
 

Your transition test will focus on the Paper 1 side of the course, while the baseline 
assessment will focus on the Paper 2 side of the course. 

 
This booklet MUST be handed in on results day. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

A Level Politics  
 

 

Synopsis of Content 

The course has been designed to provide students with a balanced education in 
politics. Students are encouraged to develop a critical awareness of the nature of 

politics and the relationship between political ideas, institutions and processes. We 
explore representative democracy and participation as well as key governmental 

processes and institutions. We also examine the history and contemporary 
application of political ideologies including feminism, socialism, conservatism and 

liberalism. 

  

Paper 9PL0/01 UK Politics (political participation, political parties, 
electoral systems, voting behaviour, conservatism, 

liberalism, socialism) 

Paper 9PL0/02 UK Government (the constitution, parliament, PM and 
executive, feminism) 

Paper 9PL0/3A 

  

USA (the US Constitution and federalism, US Congress, 
US Presidency, US Supreme Court, democracy and 

participation, civil rights.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Part 1  

Paper 1  
Votes at 16 - Preparation for the Transition Test 

Using the website links, complete the tables on voting rights in the UK. Please use 
Google if these links do not work. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-62064552 
https://www.gov.uk/elections-in-the-uk 
https://www.myvotemyvoice.org.uk/resource/my-vote-my-voice-easy-read-guide-to-e
nglands-main-political-parties/  
 

Who can vote in the UK? 

What kind of elections do we have in the UK and how do they work? 

What are the major parties you can vote for in the UK? 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-62064552
https://www.gov.uk/elections-in-the-uk
https://www.myvotemyvoice.org.uk/resource/my-vote-my-voice-easy-read-guide-to-englands-main-political-parties/
https://www.myvotemyvoice.org.uk/resource/my-vote-my-voice-easy-read-guide-to-englands-main-political-parties/


 
Read the article below on whether 16 year olds should be allowed the vote. 
Arguments for 
 
It is in line with the rights already held by 16 year olds.  16 year olds can marry, join 
the armed forces and consent to medical treatment. 
 
It may be an answer to apathy in this age group. Young people are likely to be as 
aware of issues at 16 as they would be at 18 might feel that their views do not matter 
if they cannot vote.  
 
 A wide range of political decisions affect people at 16 such as tax rates, job seekers’ 
allowance, university fees, bullying and education funding, access to training.  
Politicians would be more likely to act on these if young people could vote.- it is 
noted that pensions are protected by the Triple Lock but student fees have increase 
dramatically- is this because people over 60 are the most likely age group to vote? 
 
Molly Scott Cato, the Green Party’s candidate for Bristol West, believes: "At 16, 
you're eligible to pay taxes, you can leave home, you can get married, you can even 
join the armed forces. 
 
"If you can do any of these things, you are entitled to vote - you are entitled to have a 
say in the direction of your country, you're entitled to have your say on the key issues 
affecting your life." 
 
Alternatively, Professor David Runciman says an ageing electorate means young 
people are now massively outnumbered resulting in an inbuilt bias against 
governments who plan for the future. 
 
Young people are passionate about many issues as Greta Thunberg shows and may 
well have better knowledge of issues than some older people as they are more likely 
to follow them on the internet and in lessons at school in  Citizenship. 
 
It is important to increase turnout at elections. In the 1964 general election the 
youngest age group turned out to vote as strongly as other age groups but this has 
changed.  44% of 18 to 24 year olds voted in the 2010 general election compared 
with 76% of the over 65s. Voting at 16 when politics is still discussed at 
school/college may get them into the habit of voting. 
 

What is the argument for 16 year olds having the vote? 



 
 
 
Arguments against 
 
People legally become adults at 18.  Many of the things that 16 year olds can do are still 
limited by law, for example, they can join the armed forces but not in frontline service and 
only with the permission of their parents. 
 
At 16 people may not have the maturity and life experience to make political judgements.  
They may still be under the influence of parents and teachers or college lecturers.  They may 
also be easily influenced by popular trends as Cleggmania, which developed after the 
leaders’ debates in the 2010 general election campaign ,showed, when support for Clegg 
soared through the social media because of the way that he spoke on camera in the first 
debate. 
 
The majority of voters in opinion polls, including half of those in the 16-18 year old group, felt 
that the voting age should stay at 18.  Most other countries have chosen 18. 
 
Some consider support for votes at 16 to be a cynical ploy to introduce a demographic into 
the electorate that would be more likely to vote in favour of opposition parties. 
 
Professor James Tilley agrees such decisions are made for political gain rather than from 
principled conviction. He posits that many of the responsibilities afforded to 16-year-olds are 
not as significant as those advocating votes at 16 make out. 
 
He contests that rather than lowering the voting age it should be increased due to a slowing 
rate of maturity. He cites research by Prof Lucinda Platt which shows that only 29% of 16- to 
19-year-olds are currently in full-time work, compared to around four-fifths in the late '60s. 
 
Yet, the largest obstacle for votes at 16 could simply be public opinion. In 2013, a YouGov 
poll showed that 60% of British Adults opposed the idea and only 20% supported it. 
 
YouGov research from 2018 shows that whilst the public are still opposed, there is growing 
support for extending the franchise, with the way in which the question is worded having a 
significant impact on the response. Thirty-four per cent of the public support 16- and 
17-year-olds' right to vote, but only 24% backed reducing the voting age. 

 
 

What is the argument that 16 year olds should not have the vote? 

 
 



Scottish referendum: How first vote went for 16/17-year-olds 
 
The article below was written following the Scottish Independence referendum in 
2014. 
 
How did it go for the 16 and 17-year-olds who were allowed to vote for the first time 
ever in the UK? 

According to organisers a record 3.6 million turned out to vote in the Scottish 
independence referendum. 

More than 100,000 of the total were 16 to 17-year-olds who had registered to vote. 

Erin Fyfe McWilliam, 16 said: "I'm glad the government thought we were able to 
make decisions for our country." 
She thinks it's put young people in the spotlight: "Usually the older generation see us 
as being the 'tallywags' who don't care about politics at all. 

"But I do think this referendum has taught the younger generation a lot about 
politics." 

A survey, commissioned by Conservative peer Lord Ashcroft, said 71% of 16 to 
17-year-olds voted for Scotland to be independent and 29% voted against. 

So even if the age-group contributed their political views, it didn't appear to influence 
the outcome. 

Scotland remains part of the United Kingdom after the "No" campaign won. 

The Scottish referendum was a one-off for 16 and 17-year-olds, after the Scottish 
Parliament passed legislation allowing it to happen. 
 
But for years youth campaign groups have been trying to get the UK voting age 
lowered, arguing you can get married at 16 and pay your taxes, so why not vote? 

Gaelan Miller 17, who voted in the referendum, agreed that he didn't have that much 
life experience but said that shouldn't matter. 

"Sometimes I think young folk like me can be influenced by your parents and we 
don't have mortgages," he said. 

"But that's not to say we can't look at statistics at what's happened before with 
mortgages and ask your parents questions." 

The Lib Dems are all for 16 and 17-year-olds voting and promised it in their 2010 
manifesto. 

Labour leader, Ed Miliband, also backs lowering the age. 

UKIP are against it, the Green Party is for and the Scottish National Party (SNP) is in 
favour as well. 

David Cameron and the Tories oppose it, so until all the parties agree to debate the 
issue it's unlikely to happen. 
 



Senior Lib Dem minister and Scottish MP, Danny Alexander, told Newsbeat he 
believes young people "bring a freshness to the debate and ask important 
questions". 

He said: "I've always believed that 16 to 17-year-olds should have the vote. 

"Some of the best debates and discussion I have had about the Scottish referendum 
have been with young people in schools and Newsbeat's Big Debate." 

But when asked about lowering the voting age before the next General election in 
May 2015, he was less optimistic. 
 
"Not every party wants that so that we will have to look at that. We need to build a 
consensus across all parties for that happen. So we could have debate the 
constitutional changes in the UK," the chief of the Treasury said. 

"All parties have to agree to do that. But I think the time has come for reform." 

17-year-old Erin added: "It's a bit disappointing being given this opportunity, then 
being told a few months down the line you have to wait a few years. I think it should 
be changed so that 16 and 17 year olds can vote." 

In the last general election in 2010, fewer than half of all 18 to 24-year-olds voted, 
which was much lower than the national average. 
 
 

Find one piece of evidence from the article that young people are politically 
engaged. 

Find one piece of evidence from the article that young people are not politically 
engaged. 

 
 

Should 16- year-olds be allowed to vote in the general election?  
 
Labour leader Sir Keir Starmer has plans to lower the voting age to 16 if his party 
wins July’s general election — but Tories have been critical of the proposal 

 
 



In 1969, Harold Wilson’s Labour government lowered the voting age from 21 to 18. 
More than fifty years on, Sir Keir Starmer believes the time has come to lower the 
voting age even further, to 16. 

The idea is not a new one. It was first rejected by Parliament back in 1999 and again 
in 2005. 

The Labour leader has plans to lower the voting age to 16 if his party wins July’s 
general election. 

On a campaign visit to Stafford last week, the Labour leader confirmed plans to 
follow Scotland and Wales in extending the vote to a further 1.5 million people, telling 
reporters: “If you can work, if you can pay tax, if you can serve in your armed forces, 
then you ought to be able to vote.” 

The “extremely straightforward” legislation could appear as soon as the King’s 
Speech, a Labour source told The Times, which estimated that such a move could 
flip eight Tory seats red in England alone. 

Members of the Tory party have been critical of the proposals, however. 
Conservative Bob Seely said: ”Perhaps Labour think younger voters will be easier to 
pull the wool over than older folks with a bit of life experience. 

And Sir Iain Duncan Smith accused Sir Keir of ‘virtue signalling’, adding: “This is a 
gimmick done by those who think their party is more likely to get the vote.” 

 

What is Keir Starmer’s argument for votes at 16? 

What is the criticism of Keir Starmer’s policy? 

 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/general-election-campaign-kicks-off-b2551498.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/general-election-campaign-kicks-off-b2551498.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/voting
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/general-election
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/general-election-campaign-kicks-off-b2551498.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/general-election-campaign-kicks-off-b2551498.html


Part 2  
Paper 2  

The Human Rights Act - Preparation for the Baseline Test 
 

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/human-rights/what-are-human-rights  
Using this website above, complete the table. If the link does not work, you can 
google. 
 

What are human rights? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How do human rights help you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where do human rights come from? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/human-rights/what-are-human-rights


 
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/human-rights/human-rights-act  
Using this website above, complete the table. If the link does not work, you can 
google. 
 

Why is the Human Rights Act important? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Read each article and complete each summary table. 
 

 

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/human-rights/human-rights-act


 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

How was the Human Rights Act used in this example? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 



 
 

Does the Human Rights Act need to be changed? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 



 
 

Does everyone want to keep the Human Rights Act? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



BBC News 
 

Bill of Rights: Call to scrap plans to rewrite 
human rights law 
Published 25 January 2023 

​​  
Plans to rewrite UK human rights law would "damage people's ability to enforce their rights" inside 
and outside court, MPs and peers say. The influential Joint Committee on Human Rights said a 
planned Bill of Rights restricts certain protections "the government finds inconvenient". 

It said the bill should not go ahead in its current form. But the government said the bill would 
strengthen freedom of speech and end "abuse of our laws". 

The Bill of Rights is intended to replace the Human Rights Act, which sets out in law the basic rights 
and freedoms everyone in the UK is entitled to. The government says the bill is designed to "help 
prevent trivial human rights claims from wasting judges' time" and to make it clear UK courts do not 
always need to follow the decisions of European courts. 
 
But in a new report, the cross-party committee argues the bill is likely to reduce the protections 
currently provided by the Human Rights Act. The committee said its public consultation found people 
were "overwhelmingly against the proposals", with victims of violence against women, care home 
residents, and those whose family members have lost their life due to the actions of the police among 
those raising concerns. 

Its report said the reforms would undermine the universality of human rights by making it more difficult 
for certain groups to bring cases. The committee said the bill also "risks dangerous uncertainty by 
abandoning decades of important case law". 

It said the likely result of the legislation would be that more people would need to go the European 
Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg to enforce their rights and more judgements would be made 
against the UK. 
 
The committee's chairwoman, SNP MP Joanna Cherry said: "Human Rights are universal. A Bill of 
Rights should reaffirm and reinforce the fundamental rights that protect everyone in the UK, but this 
bill does nothing of the sort." She added: "We have called on the government to reconsider the vast 
majority of the clauses of the bill. 

"However, there is such little appetite for these reforms and the impact is likely to be so damaging to 
human rights protection in the UK it may be more sensible to scrap the bill in its entirety."  

The bill has been championed by Justice Secretary Dominic Raab, who first introduced it when he 
held the role under Boris Johnson. It was later shelved when Mr Raab was sacked by Mr Johnson's 
successor as prime minister, Liz Truss. 

The legislation has been revived by Rishi Sunak's government, but there is still no timetable for when 
MPs will start debating it. A Ministry of Justice spokesperson said: "The Bill of Rights builds on the 
UK's proud tradition of liberty by strengthening freedom of speech, reinjecting a healthy dose of 
common sense to the system and ending abuse of our laws. 

"The government was elected on a manifesto that committed to updating the Human Rights Act to 
ensure there is a proper balance between the rights of individuals, our vital national security and 
effective government - that is what we are doing." 
 


	Bill of Rights: Call to scrap plans to rewrite human rights law 

