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Level Course 

-​ Paper 1 = American Dream - 30% 
-​ Paper 2 = South Africa - 20% 
-​ Paper 3 = British Warfare - 30% 
-​ Coursework on Nazi Germany - 20% 

GCSE Link -​ You may have studied Weimar and Nazi Germany  
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-​ James Barber, South Africa in the Twentieth Century 
-​ Nancy L. Clark, South Africa: The Rise and Fall of 

Apartheid 
-​ Nelson Mandela, The Long Walk to Freedom 
-​ Simon Schama, The American Future 
-​ Ronald Reagan, An American Life 



 
 

Introduction 
 

This booklet will help to prepare you for your transition test and baseline 
assessment, which you will complete when you start the A Level History course.  

 
Your transition test will focus on the American Dream side of the course, while the 

baseline assessment will focus on the South African side of the course. 
 

This booklet MUST be handed in on results day. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

A Level History 
 

Paper 1 - In search of the American Dream: the USA, C1917-96 

     

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4  Unit 5 

The changing 
political 

environment, 
1917 - 1980 

The quest for 
civil rights, 

1917 - 1980 

Society and 
culture in 

change, 1917 
- 1980 

The changing 
quality of life, 
1917 - 1980 

What impact 
did the 
Reagan 

presidency 
have on the 

USA between 
1981 - 1996? 

 
Paper 2 - South Africa, 1948 – 94: from apartheid state to ‘rainbow nation’ 

    

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4  

The response to 
apartheid, 1948 - 

1959  

Radicalisation of 
resistance and the 

consolidation of 
the National Party 

power, 1960 - 
1968 

Redefining 
resistance and 
challenges to 
National Party 
power, 1968 - 

1983 

The end of 
apartheid and the 

creation of the 
‘rainbow nation’, 

1984 - 1994 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Part 1 - In search of the American Dream: the USA, C1917-96 
 

How the US government works: 
 

The US is a federal republic of 50 states. The developers of the Constitution, drafted 
in 1787, wanted to block any individual or group from gaining too much control, so 
they established a government of separate institutions that share powers. Authority 
is divided into three tiers of national, state and local government, with the American 
people electing officials to serve in each tier. At the national level the government is 
split into three autonomous branches - legislative, executive and judicial. Each has 
its own distinct responsibilities, but they can also partially limit the authority of the 
others through a complex system of checks and balances. 
 
Task 1: Using the website below, annotate the diagram of the US government and 
explain how each part of the government works and how they make decisions:  

 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/americas/04/us_election/govt_system/html/intro

duction.stm  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/americas/04/us_election/govt_system/html/introduction.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/americas/04/us_election/govt_system/html/introduction.stm


 
 
 
 
 
Task 2: Read through the below chapter on President Woodrow Wilson and the 
United States before 1917 and answer the questions at the end. Highlight any 
important information as you go along. 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 

the government ordered the suppression of a magazine, The Masses, which 
described itself as “a monthly revolutionary journal”. This was on the grounds that 

some of the articles and cartoons in August 1917 attacking the war, violated the 



 

Act. The judgement of the courts went against the government on the grounds that 
it infringed the freedom of the press. However, this decision was reversed on 

appeal. This clearly shows that Wilson had taken the USA in the war and was not 
prepared to tolerate any criticism of his actions even if it left him open to 

accusations of undermining the principles of liberty embodied in the Constitution. 
 

In August 1918, the Allies took the offensive. This time, Pershing was able to deploy 
his forces as a separate command both at St Mihiel (12-16 September) and in the 
Meuse-Argonne offensive (28 September) where 1,200,000 American troops were 

sent into battle. 
 

The presence on the Western Front of large numbers of fresh and well-equipped 
American troops proved to be a major turning point in the war, contributing 

significantly to the German surrender in November 1918. However, this 
contribution had cost 112,432 American lives - and this was considered by the 
people back home far too high a price to pay. The fact that Wilson had taken 

America into such a destructive war would not be forgotten either. 

 



 

 

 
he embarked on a gruelling tour of the USA to gather support for his plans. Whilst 

on this tour, he collapsed on 26 September 1919 after suffering a second stroke. 
This was followed by a third in October from which he never recovered. He 
remained an invalid for the last three and a half years of his life, dying on 3 

February 1924. 

 



 

Describe American society in the early 1900s 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Define laissez-faire and what was Wilson’s view on the idea? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why did America enter the conflict against Germany? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why were the American public against Wilson’s decision to go to war? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Wilson returned from the Peace Conference feeling satisfied with his diplomatic 
achievements. What was the mood and attitude of the American people and the 
Republican party? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Define isolationism  
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why didn’t America join the League of Nations? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 



 

Task 3: Research the following Presidents and their economic policies. Complete 
the positive and negative impact tables. 
 

 
Warren Harding 

1921 - 1923 

Background (what did they do before 
the Presidency) and personality: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Events that took place during his 
Presidency: 

Key beliefs and policies: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Positives of economic policies: Negatives of economic policies: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
Calvin Coolidge 

1923 - 1929 

Background (what did they do before 
the Presidency) and personality: 

Events that took place during his 
Presidency: 

Key beliefs and policies: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Positives of economic policies: Negatives of economic policies: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
Herbert Hoover 

1929 - 1933 

Background (what did they do before 
the Presidency) and personality: 

Events that took place during his 
Presidency: 

Key beliefs and policies: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Positives of economic policies: Negatives of economic policies: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Although helpful, the essay and paragraph structures you used in GCSE are much 
more developed at A-Level. For the essay based sections you will need to use the 
PEECL structure (Point, Evidence, Explanation, Counter and Link).  
 
Task 4: To help prepare you for your transition test, use the structure guidance 
below to answer the following question: 
 
How did isolationism impact the political landscape? (political landscape is what is 

happening with politics at the time) 
 

P = Point What was one way isolationism impacted or changed the 
political landscape? 

E = Example Give an example of this (What specifically happened in 
the political landscape because of isolationism) 

E = Explanation Why would your example cause an impact or change in 
the political landscape? 

C = Counter-Argument Why might isolationism not have impacted or changed  
the political landscape? What other factor did instead? 
Look at the example you used and see how you can 
argue a different factor instead. 

L = Link Why is your point stronger than your counter argument? 
 
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 



 

Part 2 - South Africa, 1948 – 94: from apartheid state to ‘rainbow nation’ 
 

Task 1: Define the following key terms. 
 

1.​ Apartheid 
 
 

2.​ Afrikaners 
 
 

3.​ Boer 
 
 

4.​ Bantustans 
 
 

5.​ Segregation 
 
 

Task 2: Read through the information below on the background to apartheid in South 
Africa.  
 
Complete the activities in the different task boxes, write your answers in the lined 
pages that follow the information. 
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Task 3: Apartheid was extensively implemented within South Africa by the National 

Party following their victory in the 1948 election. Research the National Party and 

why they won the election to complete the table below. 

Use the following link to start your research:  

 

https://www.apartheidmuseum.org/uploads/files/Resources/learners-Book/Learners-

book-Chapter3.pdf 

 

What were the main aims of the National Party? 
Apartheid: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Promotion of Afrikaner culture: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How were their aims implemented? 
Prohibition of Marriages Act, 1949: 
Immorality Act, 1950: 
 
 
Population Registration Act, 1950: 
 
 
Group Areas Act, 1950 
 
 
Prevention of Illegal Squatting, 1951: 
 
 
Bantu Education Act, 1953: 
 
 
 

Why did they win the 1948 election? 
Impact of WW2 on South Africa: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weaknesses of the United Party: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why did they win the 1948 election? 
Strengths of the National Party: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Afrikaner Nationalism: 

 

https://www.apartheidmuseum.org/uploads/files/Resources/learners-Book/Learners-book-Chapter3.pdf
https://www.apartheidmuseum.org/uploads/files/Resources/learners-Book/Learners-book-Chapter3.pdf

